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A Word from the Co-Chairs



The 5th International Conference on Shellfish Restoration (ICSR ’01) will provide an exciting opportunity for community organizations, industry, First Nations, universities, and local, provincial and federal governments to discuss approaches to restoring coastal ecosystems for molluscan shellfish.  This year’s Conference will again entertain a session on restoring shellfish-growing areas through habitat, coastal and watershed management.  Conference organizers have added the aspect of traditional use and community-based strategies to restore shellfish habitat as well as the need for science in the evaluation of restoration activities. These themes are described :



For thousands of years, clams and oysters were a mainstay in the diets of the First Nations.  Shell middens abound on the coast of North America as a testament to the bounty previously available.  However, degradation and closures of many of the traditional harvesting sites have had a serious impact on the health and culture of our First Nations. The importance of restoration of shellfish growing areas to the First Nation’s cultures, traditions and health along with partnerships and tools for community based strategies will be explored at the Conference.



Community-based strategies are an integral component of shellfish restoration projects. Coastal communities have enjoyed longstanding economic and recreational benefits from shellfish harvesting and are becoming more sensitive to the impact they can have on shellfish populations.  In recent years, innovative steps have been taken to decrease this impact.  Through community participation, awareness is gained, action is taken, and change happens! 



ICSR ’01 will also look at the need for scientific assessment of the work done over the last several years on shellfish restoration projects.  How do we assess shellfish and habitat restoration projects?  What tools do we need?  The Conference will look at lessons learned and factors to keep in mind when assessing projects and provide new indicators to identify the strength and improvement of the science.



There is a greater need than ever for restoration of our coastal ecosystems though shellfish restoration. Not only the public have a keen interest in restoring water quality to shellfish-growing water standards, but the world of aquaculture industry has focused on advancing the quality assurance and safety of aquaculture products. The demand for seafood is expected to increase significantly in the next ten years, and the industry will need new sites with good water quality.









ISCR’01 Program



The ICSR’01 program will feature a series of international plenary presentations followed by panel discussions and contributed oral presentation. A contributed poster session will be offered during the conference as well.



A) Shellfish Resource/Habitat Restoration and Enhancement through Coastal and Watershed Management



Panel Moderator: Dorothy Leonard



Linkages of shellfish habitats within estuaries ecosystems

Role of aquaculture in shellfish stock enhancement

New technologies, equipment and techniques for shellfish restoration

Shellfish/habitat restoration through water quality management

Innovative coastal zone management techniques ( e.g., non-point cleanup, best management practices, stormwater controls, wetland restoration and wildlife management)

Innovative technologies/methodologies/ best management practices to assure the quality and the conformity of the shellfish.

Use of relaying in shellfish management





B) Traditional Uses and Community-based Strategies to Restore Shellfish/Habitat



Panel Moderator: Teri King



Public enhancement of shellfisheries

Communication strategies : a basis for raising understanding in community

First Nations health and social health related to shellfish consumption and uses

Values and practices of traditional uses in today’s world

Community projects involving shellfish restoration/habitat enhancement: case study

First Nation based projects: case study 

Tools for community strategies (E.g. Round table)





C) The Role of Science in Shellfish/Habitat Restoration Assessment



Panel Moderator: Thomas Landry



Site assessment, selection and monitoring methods

Feasibility assessment methods for shellfish and habitat restoration projects

Environmental interaction with Shellfish restoration

Healthy shellfish; indicators of healthy habitat?





All sessions will be presented in English.
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ICSR’01 Hotel Information



The conference will be held in the Main Ballroom of Coast Bastion Inn in downtown Nanaimo. Room rates are $125.00 Cdn per night (taxes not included). The conference rate will be extended a few days before and after the conference for those who wish to come early or stay late.



You can book your room with the hotel by calling 1-(800) 663-1144. Please reference ICSR’01 when booking your room.









ICSR’01 CALL FOR ABSTRACTS



Abstracts are now being accepted for consideration by the Steering on themes like shellfish research, management or restoration, community health and science in evaluation of shellfish/habitat restoration project. Abstracts should be prepared according to the following guidelines and should be mailed together with the completed abstract form included in this announcement. Be sure the title and author(s) are correctly given since the information on the form will be used in preparing the conference program. Prepare a separate form for each abstract submitted. Abstracts will be evaluated by the Steering Committee on technical quality and relevance to the conference themes. All submissions will be acknowledged and decisions on acceptance will be communicated to the corresponding author(s) by August 20, 2001. A book of abstracts and plenary papers will be made available to ICSR’01 delegates at the conference. ICSR’01 abstracts will also be submitted to the Journal of Shell Research for publication. The completed form, the original and two copies of the abstract should be postmarked by August 1, 2001 and sent to:



David B. Walker

Senior Project Technologist

Georgia Basin Ecosystem Initiative

Environmental Protection Branch, Pacific and Yukon Region, 

224 West Esplanade, North Vancouver, BC,  V7M 3H7, Canada 

Instructions for Preparing Abstracts



On a separate sheet of white paper, type your entire abstract in no more than 250 words, including title, author(s), and affiliation(s), according to the following example. In the following order, type the TITLE (in caps), author(s), institution(s), address/

city/state/postal code/country followed by the abstract text. 

Underline the presenting author’s full name. Additional words will not be printed in the book of abstracts. Hand print and Greek letters and symbols not available on your printer.



Abstracts sent by fax or e-mail will not be accepted. See back of submittal form enclosed for an example of style. 



ICSR’01 Field Trips & Activities



Shellfish Farm Tour



This tour showcases the farming techniques of two shellfish farms : Fanny Bay Oyster and Odyssey Companies. The tour will leave by bus on Tuesday September 18 at 9:30am from the Coast Bastion Hotel and will be back by 16:00. There will be a pause midday at a restaurant -Please note that the cost of lunch is not included. Participation is limited and will be assigned on a first come, first served basis. 



Fanny Bay Oyster Company is the biggest shellfish farm in Canada and the most modern plant in North America. Fanny Bay deals with eight countries on a weekly basis. The company purchases shellfish from 49 independent firms which amounts to sixty-five percent of the shellfish from BC. The company started up in 1984 with three employees. Today, Fanny Bay employs 98 people and provides 50-75 students with positions a year. Tours vary in length and can accommodate up to 30 people at a time. The plant is approximately 1 hr from Nanaimo. The charge for this tour is included in the registration fee.



Odyssey has been growing oysters and clams since 1991 in Baynes Sound, located approximately  1hr north of Nanaimo.  Odyssey provides tours of their growing rafts and trays and also of their beach depending on the tides. Odyssey also utilizes the Floating Upwelling System or FLUPSY. The charge for this tour is included in the registration fee.



Traditional Feast



The Snuneymuxw First Nation would like to welcome you to a traditional feast on Newcastle Island on September 20. The evening will begin with a hosted bar, courtesy of the ICSR, in the historic Newcastle hall, followed by a dinner and a traditional celebration. The Newcastle ferry commutes regularly to the Island and the cost is included with the meal.

Cost per person : $ 30.00 . Please identify your interest on the Registration Form



Other Activities:



Other activities will be organized upon interest on September 18. Please check on the Registration Form which activities you would like to participate in. 



Golf tournament :

A golf tournament will be organized at the 6200 yards Cottonwood Golf course at the coat of $32.00/round. Bring your golf clubs!



Airplane tour :

See Nanaimo from the air at $67.00 (4 pp min based on a ½ hr flight) or fly to neighboring islands for shopping and beautiful vistas at $119.00 (based on 4pp min for 2hr flight).



Sailing tour :

Big Island Charters has a 50ft steel sailboat with a diesel engine that can take up to 12 passengers at a time on a 3hr trip around the coast off Nanaimo. The cost is $300.00 for a minimum three hour trip.



Bastion City Wildlife Tours :

A three hour afternoon tour of the Gulf Islands and the Coast of Nanaimo for $23 per person. You should see some sealions as you cruise on a 66ft touring boat. This boat can take up to 74 people on a tour. 
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Using Science and Community partnership to improve the health of Coastal Ecosystems through shellFish restoration



Nanaimo, September 18-21

Call for abstracts and registration



ICSR’01 Sponsors



Environment Canada

Georgia Basin Ecosystem Initiative

Malaspina College

Nanaimo First Nations

Fisheries and Oceans Canada

British Columbia Ministry of Fisheries 

South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium

Aquaculture Association of Canada

British Columbia Shellfish Growers Association


