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Research focus

¢ Evaluate oyster
function

— Habitat

— Filteration

— ECo-Ssystem engineers

¢ EVallate oyster
populations
= SURVIVership
Long-tenm health
— Restoration
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Approach

¢ Recruitment survivorship and genetic
population structure

¢ Utilization by larval fish and crustaceans;
adjacent benthic community patterns

¢ Isolated, contiguous with other habitats,
multiple patch sizes, varied reef
morphoeloegies, sampled multiple estuarine
Sy Stems

¢ ImIng of utilization and’ Persistence

¢ Form and function Interrelation ship:

— Reefshape; size, and pesition influence
itipleile)p)

— Reeffedge anad verticaltrelieinitience the
degree el user and ftlnchen:



Excavations






¢ Develop accurate and cost effective broad
scale oyster reef survey methodology
— LLIve vs. dead
— High vs. low complexity.
— Degree of fragmentation

¢ Relate oyster reef morphoelegy: to
Wwatershed preperties and mesoe-scale
function

— IS nekten assemblage related te deominant
pple)felnlelle)e)V

— Dees orm indicate: litration: efficiency,



¢ Boundary
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¢ Interaction between edge complexity,
vertical complexity and general reef
morphology directly impact the value of
the various functional aspects of oyster
reefs

¢ [he ability te generally categorize or
specifically identify, key: characteristics of
oyster habitat within the tidal creek
systems willrallew us) te: better evaluate
directionall changes potentially: caused Yy,
ShIftS IR watershed chakacteristics that
VarRy enra multi=year scale
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