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The Nature Conservancy’s 
Mission

• “To preserve the plants, animals and 
natural communities that represent the 
diversity of life on earth by protecting 
the lands and waters they need to 
survive.”



TNC’s Interest in Marine 
Conservation
• Recognized need to expand from terrestrial 

land preservation & stewardship to succeed 
at mission;

• Florida Keys marine program, 15+ years;
• Last several years active expansion of our 

marine program and conservation activities 
world-wide & in Florida;

• Florida-wide: Site prioritization, FL-CWCS 
– problems & actions;

• Place-based: NE FL, IRL, FL Keys & SE 
FL reef tract; Big Bend, Apalachicola, NW 
FL



TNC’s Interest in Oyster Reef 
Conservation

• Oyster reefs represent an important 
component of Florida’s marine 
ecosystem;
• Provide a variety of ecosystem and 
socio-ecosystem services;
• Significant declines from known 
historic distributions;
• Would like to work with partners to 
reverse this trend.

Species known to be associated with oyster 
reef in Florida, from Florida CWCS



Workshop Desired Outcomes
Through this workshop & other fora, better understand:
• How Florida oyster reefs have changed & why;
• The historic & continuing threats to reef health;
• Where reefs & restoration activities are located;
• Human use patterns;
• Value added to Florida’s ecosystem by reefs; and
• Best places to focus reef restoration & the criteria for doing so.

Establish continuing web-based forum for sharing information on oyster reefs 
in Florida.


