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Restoration Reefs



Oyster Gardening

• Spawn adults 
collected from SLE 
every 3 months

• Grown at Research 
Aquaculture, Inc. until 
4 mm in shell length



Oyster Gardening

• Place 750 oysters in 
each cage (measure 
length of sub-sample)

• Hang 2 to 4 cages at 
each dock for 3 
months



Oyster Gardening

• Retrieve oysters from 
cages after 3 months

• Measure length of 
sub-sample and 
estimate mortality rate



Oyster Gardening

• Scatter oysters over 
historic reefs near 
docks where they 
were gardened

• Monitor density and 
growth on oyster 
reefs every 3 to 6 
months



Gardening Results
June to September Growth and Mortality of Gardened Oysters in the St. Lucie Estuary

1111192824Average Salinity (ppt)

505051025Average % dead

2.172.484.493.502.86Total growth (cm)

0.480.480.640.640.64Start length (cm)

2.652.965.134.143.50End length (cm)

South ForkNorth ForkMiddle EstuaryLower EstuaryWilloughby Creek

September to January Growth and Mortality of Gardened Oysters in the St. Lucie Estuary

1618243229Average Salinity (ppt)

N/AN/A254126Average % dead

N/AN/A2.913.142.60Total growth (cm)

N/AN/A0.520.520.52Start length (cm)

N/AN/A3.433.663.12End length (cm)

South ForkNorth ForkMiddle EstuaryLower EstuaryWilloughby Creek



Oyster Reef Results

Oyster Length
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Permitting Process
1. Apply for Stock Collection and Release Permit as part of a 

Special Activity License from FWC

2. Submit request for a release authorization 3 weeks ahead 
of each oyster exchange

3. Send sub-sample of oysters (3 to 5 mm shell length) to a 
USDA or FDA certified lab to be tested

4. Forward certificate of health for release authorization

5. Complete oyster release within 30 days of receiving 
authorization

6. Report the numbers released and the GPS coordinates of 
release areas within 30 days

Good 
Health



Future Plans

• Continue and expand Oyster Gardening Project

• Deploy recycled oyster shell and seed with eyed 
larvae inside containment booms (requires a 
Dredge and Fill Permit from DEP)
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