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The Division has restored oyster reefs 
in most of the state’s historically 

productive estuaries

The Oyster Culture Program has been active for 
more than 50 years



The Division’s Oyster Culture 
Section is uniquely positioned to 

apply its experience, expertise, and 
equipment to projects designed to  

restore oyster reef habitat



The Shellfish Mariner



Oyster Reef Construction

Yesterday & TodayYesterday & Today



DOA Oyster Reef Construction Equipment



Washing shell with a high 
pressure water stream



Restored Subtidal Oyster Reef



Constructed Intertidal Oyster Reef



Oyster Shell Cultch



Intertidal Oyster Reef

Calico Scallop Shell



Graded Limestone used for Cultch



Fossilized Cultch Material



Oyster Spat on Fossil Shell



Juvenile Oysters on Fossil Shell



Monitoring



Establishing transects on an 
intertidal reef



Functional Oyster Reefs Provide 
Numerous Ecological Services

fishery and wildlife 
habitat

species diversity

food web

water quality 
maintenance

shoreline stability

nutrient recycling

Productive oyster reefs 
contribute to:


















