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        Deadmanôs Island 
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18th Century 

Ʒ Used by the Spanish and British throughout the 18th century as a careening ground 
Ʒ George Gauld 1764- west end of Island was used as a wharf for careening but 

became in bad shape and had to be moved.   
 



Sold from Spanish 1818 



1882 



19th Century 

Ʒ 19th Century used to quarantine ships during yellow fever epidemics 
Ʒ 1888 work started on construction of of a marine slip on the island capable of lifting 2000 lb ï 

Marine Rail Slip (brick boat slips which are slowly being uncovered to this day). 
Ʒ 1891 Quarantine station was built 
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20th Century  

Ʒ**Hurricane 1906 obliterated the effort  

Ʒ1906 Remains were used to build a glue 
factory then a fish fertilizer plant  

ƷPartnership of Coe and Gilmore bought the 
Island from the Lewis Bear estate and 
remained private until 1977 

Ʒ1977 City purchased part of it and then was 
later donated the rest in 1978  

 



Shipwreck Found at Deadmanôs 
Island  



Erosion problems and proposed 
restoration 

Ʒ Bridge construction, dredging, sea walls and revetment are 
making the sediment budget out of balance  

Ʒ Concerned residents 

Ʒ 2005 Hurricane Ivan exposed historic archeaological 
artifacts.  

Ʒ The City did not have the funding to restore the Island.  

Ʒ The USACOE began the restoration effort and permit.   

Ʒ The City and Coastal Aquatic Managed Areas of FLDEP 
have partnered to restore Deadmanôs Island and achieve 
the 1992 Aquatic Preserve mission to make Deadmanôs 
Island an Aquatic Preserve to be protected by the State. 
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